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July  15,  2015 

I n this  I ssue 


Former  Ambassador  and 
FormerBoston  MayorRay 
Flynn  is  shown  here  at  the 
Round  Table's  2013  Next 
Pra  c tic  e s C o nve  ning 
where  he  received  the 
William  Lloyd  Garrison 
Public  Service  Award  for 
Moral  Courage.  MHSA 
President  J oe  Finn  isalso 
shown. 

Ray  Flynn  waselected 
the  46th  Mayor  of 
Boston  on  November 
15, 1983 and  served 
three  terms,  to  1993. 

Hiscareerin  public 
service  included  four 
terms  in  the 
Massachusetts 


The  Boston  Mayorwho  brought 
homelessness  to  the  agenda 
ofthe  nation's  mayors  in  1991 
this  week  drew  Boston's 
attention  to  the  longstanding 
commitment  on  the  issue  of 
Massachusetts'  new  Governor 
Charlie  Baker.  Writing  in  the 
J uly  12,  2015  Boston  Herald, 
formerAmbassadorto  the 
Vatican  and  former 
Democratic  Mayorof  Boston  Ray  Flynn  called  attention  to  the 
Republican  Governor's  history  of  response  to  his  poorest  neighbors. 

Flynn  was  recognized  by  the  American  Round  Table  to  Abolish 
Homelessness  and  the  Massachusetts  Housing  and  Shelter  Alliance 
with  the  William  Lloyd  Garrison  Public  Service  Award  forMoral 
Courage  in  2013.  The  occasion  wasthe  Next  Practices  in  Ending 
Homelessness  Co  nve  ning  at  Harvard  University. 

Round  Table  President  Philip  Manga  no  cited  Flynn's  leadership  in 
Boston  and  his  role  on  the  national  stage  in  helping  gamersupport 
forthe  successful  passage  ofthe  Stewart  B.  McKinney  Act  in  1987, 
including  sleeping  out  atthe  U.S.  Capitol  with  the  late  activist  Mitch 
Snyder.  Manga  no  noted  Flynn's  "relentless  and  initiatory  moral 
suasion  in  his  persona  I and  professional  life  on  behalf  of  ourpoorest 
neighbors"and  hissupport  and  participation  in  advocacy  to 
advance  the  solution  of  housing  forhomelessness  in  the  creation  of 


Legisla  tune 
from  1971  -1978. 

From  1978  - 1983,  he 
served  three  terms  on 
the  Boston  City 
Council.  He  was 
chairman  of  the 
committeeson  Housing 
and  Neighborhood 
Development, 
Neighborhood 
Services,  the  Special 
Committee  on  School 
Matters,  Government 
Relations,  and 
Government  Finance. 

He  served  as  President 
of  the  United  States 
Conference  of  Mayors 
in  1991  -1992. 

In  his  leadership  role,  he 
brought  issuesof 
poverty,  hunger,  and 
homelessness  to  the 
national  agenda,  as 
well  as  foe  using  on  the 
needsofthe  homeless 
mentally  ill. 

He  worked  for  the 
passage  of  the  federal 
Stewart  B.  McKinney 
Homeless  Assistance 
Act  in  1987,  and  he 
wasthe  only  Mayorto 
speak  at  the  1989 
HOUSING  NOW  march 
in  Washington. 


the  Special  Initiative  to  House  Homeless  Mentally  III  Persons  (noted  in 
Flynn'scolumn)  and  the  Housing  Now!  March  in  Washington. 

Flynn  (above  center)  is  shown  above  serving  the  Thanksgiving  Dinner 
he  mentions  in  hiscolumn  below  with  Philip  Mangano  (left)  and 
Governor  Baker  (right). 


J uly  12,  2015 

Flynn:  Chariie  Baker  no  johnny  come  lately1  on 
homeless  issue 

A well-known  political  and  media  consultant  bumped  into  me  at  a 
Red  Soxgame  the  otherday  and  said,  "Hey  Ray,  what  is  it  with 
Baker?  A Republican  who's  trying  to  act  like  a Democratic,  huh?  He's 
trying  to  steal  your  issue." 

I didn't  have  to  ask  what  issue  he  was  referring  to,  I knew  he  was 
talking  a bout  the  homeless. 

Gov.  Chariie  Bakerin  the  recent  budget  hasprovided  more  resources 
for  the  ho  me  less  than  any  governor  in  Massachusetts  history.  It 
couldn'tcome  ata  more  criticaltime  forourstate,  because  the 
number  of  homeless  in  Boston  has  been  increasing  dramatically  in 
the  la st 20 years 

Some  have  been  saying  that  Bakerisa  newcomerto  the  homeless 
issue,  but  that's  just  not  true. 

People  like  Phil  Mangano  from  America's  Roundtable  to  Abolish 
Homelessand  myself  who  have  been  atthe  forefront  of  this  issue 
know  aboutCharlie  Baker's  passion  on  the  issue  going  backmany 
years. 

J ust  after  Baker  was  elected  govemorand  before  he  wasswom  in, 
we  both  were  invited  to  the  Boston  Rescue  Mission  on  Kingston  Street 
forlhanksgiving  Day  dinnerwith  a couple  of  hundred  street  people. 
Bakertold  the  story  about  meeting  me  forthe  first  time,  when  he 
became  secretary  of  administration  and  finance  in  the  Weld 
administration.  I told  him  about ']  immy  the  Broom,"  who  died  on  the 
freezing  streets  of  Boston.  I knewj  immy  personally  and  I promised 
myself  thatthis was nevergoing  to  happen  again,  but  I needed  the 
governor's  help. 

I knew  way  backthen  thatCharlie  Bakerhad  the  passion  and 
emotion  to  make  a difference  on  behalf  of  our  homeless  And  no 
state  ore  ity  worked  harderwith  ourcommitted  homeless  shelter 
providers  to  do  just  that. 

So  when  my  political  consultant  friend  said  what  he  did,  I responded, 


"Charlie  is  no  Johnny  come  lately"  when  it  comesto  helping  our 
homeless.  When  Phil  Mangano,  a couple  of  hundred  Boston  street 
people  and  I saw  a tearcome  to  Charlie 'seye  last  Thanksgiving 
while  he  wasta Iking  about ']  immyThe  Broom, "I  knew  we  had  a 
govemorwith  a big  heartand  a lot  of  concern  forpeople  withouta 
home  orhope. 

J ustone  more  thing,  Governor,  how  a bout  calling  the  homeless  line 
item  in  the  state  budgetthatyou  and  the  Legislature  should  be 
proud  forenacting  the  'J  immyThe  Broom"  Homeless  Law.  Let  the 
country  know  what  we  stand  for  in  Massachusetts. 

Raymond  L Flynn  isa  formermayorof  Boston  and  formerU.S. 
ambassadorto  the  Vatican. 


You  are  receiving  this  e-news  issue  fromThe  American  Round  Table  aswe  keep  ourpartnersaware  of  new 
initiativesto  prevent  and  end  homelessness. 

To  subscribe  yourself  ora  colleague  forfuture  issues,  clickhere  to 
join  ourmailina  list. 

To  learn  more  about  The  American  Round  Table,  contact 
quest@abolitionistroundtable.com 
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